Young
and old
mingle in
new park
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O onwe half of the ol there is g
sandbox, 3 swing set, 2 merry-go-
round and several jungle gyms for
thér preschool-age legs o crawl
upOn.

on the other hall, senbor oiti-
ZEnS can sit on bénches al (ables
with umbrellas sef among shnib-
bery ind watch the youths play un-
encumbersd. To look at it one
would not think that two lots, once
flled with debris and an aban-
doned fre-damaged drug house
could be transformed into a site
thet now has an inter-penerational
s

The Newark Day Center, the
oidest nonprofit  organization: in
New Jersey, celebrated the comple-
tion of the playground, hidden from
view off of Washington and HI
Siresls

"When you walk In you don't ex-
péct to see all of this™ said Trish
Morris Yamba, executive director
of the center. “The kids jove it”
The playground was part of the
center’s Gve-year strategic plan to
provide gréen space for the pre-
school-zge children, becsuse the
center had outgrown the play area
on the roof of its building about 10
years ago.

Patnca Miley, a member with
the NMational Exsrutive Service
Corp., an organization of retired ex-
ecutives who wolunteer time to
work with nonpraft groups, helped
the board of trustess develop its
stralepie plan. The city of Newark
pitched in szelling the two lots to
the organization for $100 each
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Five-year-old Sekayi McMillan mﬂmhmﬂmmmmﬂmmmmuhmmcﬂ-ﬂmmﬂ

“This is the first time that I've seen
the children in the playground”
Milley said “This was an empty lot
jth a lob trash and the other Jot
wis 4 crack house, Now it's a play-
ground. It's much ndeer than I envi-
soned b It tumed out 5o beautiful
People worked so hard ™
Even Newark Mayor Sharpe
James lent a band o gssemble the
playground with numerous vohun-
teers. “It's nmaring what can be
done with your enthisiasm and en-
ey, James said T commend
Trish Momis and the board. They
zaw a need {or the youths Lo have
this outlet. Thev had the Insight
where youth and senior citizens
can come topether (o share sto-
:1:'.?5."
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5, tries out one of the

Pew SWings.

Volunteers and supporters of O children and the seniors:

ihe program were taken aback al
now the space wis utilized to bene-

“1 didnt know there was this
mueh space back here ™ mid Pmris

Bunyan, director of Essex County
College Child Development Center.

Roshyn  Edgerton, a volunteer
and Newnrk resident, said the play-
ground was beputiful and her
yearold niece, Anya Mitchell
took a likdng to its sandbox. “T saw
& when it was nothing ™ Edgerton
gald. “To see it like this is just won-
derfial ™

The Newark Day Center,
founded 200 vears ago, offers a vani-
ety of programs for the community
in addition to childears for children
from three months to first grade.
The multi-service agency akso offers
employment snd training hmeh
and activities for senior citizens
and the well-known Fresh Alr fund

Barry Corler overs Nework, He
oo be meached al dearferigioriad-
ger.com or (973) 1921627,



